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“Hasta la proxima,” “until next time,” Gilbert

Bailon tweeted. (Credit: St. Louis Post-Dispatch)

Veteran Newspaper Editor Leaves
Public Station



Gilbert Bailon, one of the highest ranking Latino editors in the
mainstream media, abruptly resigned as executive editor at a public
media station in Dallas after just 15 months, and told Journal-isms

Sunday he is weighing potential next steps.

Bailon posted terse messages on social media, such as this tweet
Thursday: “I'm leaving as executive editor of

@keranews

in Dallas and will be taking a break to consider the next options. Thanks
to the many hard-working journalists in public media in Dallas and Texas

who make quality journalism accessible to all. Hasta la proxima.”

Nico Leone, KERA's president and chief executive officer, did not respond

to a request for comment.

Bailon. 64, joined KERA News from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, where he
was its top editor, overseeing the news organization’s coverage of the
2014 police shooting of Michael Brown in nearby Ferguson, Mo., and the
social unrest that followed. The Post-Dispatch won the 2015 Pulitzer
Prize for breaking news photography. Within the news industry, Bailon
was called upon as a speaker to discuss “best practices” after the

incident went national and drew scores of reporters to the area.

When Bailon was hired in Dallas in February 2022, the KERA news
release heralded him as “a veteran newsroom leader with strong ties to

North Texas who's known for reaching out to underserved communities.”

The underserved community most likely to be
affected by Bailon’s departure is the Latino population, according to
Magda Salazar (pictured), president of Hispanic Communicators Dallas
Fort Worth, an affiliate of the National Association of Hispanic
Journalists.

She said Bailon and Raquel Amparo, president of CBS Dallas-Fort Worth,

are the only two Latino leaders in North Texas mainstream media,
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despite the area’s large Hispanic population. N

Dallas County is 41.4 percent Hispanic, according to the U.S. Census,
while neighboring Tarrant County, home of Fort Worth, is 30.2 percent.

There are nuances and angles to stories “that might not be shared if you
don't have” that connection with Latinos, Salazar told Journal-isms, and
“every time we lose a leader who helps guide” the coverage, “is a loss for

n

us.

Bailon said as much when he was hired at KERA. “In many markets,
underserved communities get covered but often missing is the full
breadth of those communities in their wider context and nuance.
Underserved communities ... deserve the time and effort from
newsrooms to reflect them more completely. Historical context and
sourcing are critical across race, gender, immigration status, language,

culture, sexual orientation, socio-economic background and religion.”

He told Journal-isms that in his 15 months, “we hired a majority of
diverse people,” about “half a dozen, at least, reporters and editors.”
Bailon led a newsroom of 35 people working in radio and digital.

Bailon had long been a newspaper industry figure, having headed both
the old American Society of Newspaper Editors and the National

Association of Hispanic Journalists.

In 2007, he became the first ASNE president from a Spanish-speaking
newspaper. Bailon was then editor and publisher of Al Dia, the Spanish-
language daily product of the Dallas Morning News. The KERA

announcement heralded his time in Texas.

He told Journal-isms he was happy to return to Dallas and would like to

stay there.


https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/dallascountytexas,US/PST045222
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/tarrantcountytexas,fortworthcitytexas,dallascountytexas,US/PST045222

